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Celebrating freedom 
New location offers more options 
 
By Nancy Rasmussen 
Command Information Officer 
 
Our nation’s 233rd birthday celebration may be weeks away, but for many, planning this 
year’s Freedom Fest began the workday following last year’s festivities. Freedom Fest 
Project Officer Kelly Raftery, who has been responsible for planning the annual event for 
the past five years, is particularly excited about this year’s celebration because of the 
increased opportunities the change of venue offers. 
 
This year’s event is being held July 3 from 4 p.m. to 11 p.m. on the fields on both sides of 
Andrews Avenue between Dean and Crusader Streets in the vicinity of the Air Assault 
Track. Raftery said, “We changed the location for several reasons, primarily to have more 
space for the events and activities, but also to provide our guests parking closer to the 
events, eliminating the need for them to take buses.” 
 
The location change also offers more space for static displays. “We will be offering more 
static displays, to include Dale Earnhart Jr.'s National Guard NASCAR, helicopter rides, 
and a better area to view the fireworks, Raftery said. 
 
When the crowd of 20,000-plus arrives at Freedom Fest this year, most people will be too 
busy to notice all the details so carefully thought out over the months by planners. 
Raftery said, “It is a tremendous team effort of Soldiers, civilians and contractors that 
makes this event happen every year. More than 200 Soldiers, 25 units and directorates, 
and a few hundred civilians and contractors contribute to the planning and execution of 
this event each year.” 
 
Directorate of Family, Morale, Welfare and Recreation Special Events Coordinator Tara 
Emnett said, “We will have a variety of vendors selling everything from funnel cakes, 
barbeque, frozen sweet tea and roasted corn, to arts and crafts including country 
Americana, leather items, adult and children's clothing, purses and jewelry.  
 
“People really need to make a point to come out this year, not only for all of the fun, 
Family activities that Freedom Fest has to offer, but because of the new location. We 
have a lot more space to work with, and I think the public will be pleasantly surprised. 
This year will be bigger and better than ever, and it will help reignite patriotism across 
the Wiregrass,” she said. 
 
Patriotism is a way of life for a group who has added a traditional touch to Fort Rucker’s 
Independence Day celebrations for many years.  Raftery said, “The area’s historic re-
enactors have participated in Freedom Fest for at least the last five years. They volunteer 
to participate and I think we are lucky to have them each year.”  
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The 15th Alabama Infantry Re-enactors don U.S. Army uniforms reaching as far back as 
the War of 1812, as they carry flags from various periods of our nation’s history. “Their 
presence adds a sense of reverence to our celebration,” Raftery added.  
 
The formal Freedom Fest program, which begins promptly at 8 p.m., is preceded by an 
hour-long concert by the 98th  Army Rock Band. Once under way, the program will 
include a more traditional patriotic concert by the band, and the region’s greatest 
fireworks display. And audience members need not worry about missing a thing. 
Strategically placed Jumbotrons will allow everyone in attendance a clear view of the 
entire program. 
 
Don’t miss Fort Rucker’s 2009 Independence Day Freedom Fest celebration at its new 
location, and enjoy the many added features throughout the afternoon. 
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